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DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Rejections • 35 USC § 102 

1 . The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

Claims 1-8 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by US 
Patent No. 5,699,51 9 to Shiobara et al. (hereinafter "Shiobara"). 

Regarding claim 1, Shiobara teaches a method of transmitting a pocket within a 
telecommunication network [Fig. 3], wherein a total processing time is associated with 
said packet [Fig. 3; The traffic jam data indicates a delay time at each node, i.e. the 
processing time, due to traffic jam. The number of the packets stored in the input 
queue section 23 may be used as the traffic jam data; col. 7, lines 18-36] and 
modified by at least some network equipments as a function of a particular processing 
time and said network equipments process said packet as a function of the associated 
total processing time [Fig. 7, ST1-ST10; Total processing time is changed by the 
Determination Section 27 of the voluntary node on the basis of changing data 
priority or route selection; col. 9, line 45 - col. 10, line 16]. 
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Regarding claims 2 and 6, Shiobara teaches said total processing time is 
contained in a field of said packet [Fig. 2, The peripheral data includes receiving 
time limit data indicative of a time limit by which data is to be received, col. 5, 
lines 45-48; Fig. 3, The Section 25 derives or extracts the receiving time limit data 
set and inserted by the sender host apparatus, col. 6, lines 61-67]. 

Regarding claims 3 and 7, Shiobara teaches said particular processing time is 
determined by said network equipment as a function of the size of the queue(s) of said 
network equipment [Fig. 3; The traffic jam data indicates a delay time at each node, 
i.e. the processing time, due to traffic jam. The number of the packets stored in 
the input queue section 23 may be used as the traffic jam data; col. 7, lines 18-36]. 

Regarding claims 4 and 8, Shiobara teaches said total processing time is 
initialized, preferably the sender of said packet, to a maximum transmission time [Fig. 2, 
The peripheral data includes receiving time limit data indicative of a time limit by 
which data is to be received, col. 5, lines 45-48; Fig. 3, The Section 25 derives or 
extracts the receiving time limit data set and inserted by the sender host 
apparatus, col. 6, lines 61-67] and said particular processing time is subtracted from 
said total processing time [A marginal time period (i.e. the remaining total process 
time allowed for the packet to be delivered to its destination without exceeding 
the receiving time limit set by a sender host apparatus) is calculated by 
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subtracting the end point of the expected delay time period from the receiving 
time limit; col. 9, lines 47-53]. 

Regarding claim 5, Shiobara teaches a network equipment of a data networl< 
[Fig. 3], in particular a telecommunication network [Fig. 2], having means for receiving 
incoming packets [Fig. 3; Input Circuit 21/lnput Section 2], means for sending 
outgoing packets [Fig. 3; Output Section 4], means for evaluating a basic processing 
time of incoming packets [Fig. 3; First & Second Recognition Sections 25 & 26], 
means for modifying a value representative of the total processing time contained in 
said incoming packets, as a function of said basic processing time [Fig. 3; First & 
Second Recognition Sections 25, 26 & Determination Section 27], and means for 
choosing outgoing packets in accordance with a priority depending on said total 
processing time [Fig. 3;lnput Queue Section 23, Data Insertion Section 28 & Priority 
Control Section 29]. 

Conclusion 

2. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. 

• US Patent No. 6,816,458 to Kroon discloses "System And Method Prioritizing 
Message Packets For Transmission" 
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• US Patent No. 4,894,823 to Adelmann et al. disclose "Time Stamping For 
Packet System Nodes" 

• US Patent Application Pub. No. 2004/0100949 Al by Bennett discloses 
"Method For Enabling Non-Predetermined Testing Of Network Using IP 
Measurement Protocol Packets" 

3. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Albert T. Chou whose telephone number is 571-272- 
6045. The examiner can normally be reached on 8:30 - 17:00. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Chi H. Pham, can be reached on 571-272-3179. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-91 97 (toll-free). 

Albert T. Chou / ^^t/^^^^^^O^ 
June 28, 2007 jCj-c^ ... 



